
Grant helps major tree 
scheme take root

The award, from the commission’s 
Treescapes Fund, is a major boost to our 
target of planting 700,000 new trees – one 
for every person in Leicestershire.

The cash is to be shared with district and 
parish councils who will choose where to 
plant the trees in a mixture of urban and 
rural locations. 

Half of the £216,000 will be used to 
buy and plant the trees, with the rest of the 

money dedicated to the ongoing care of the 
saplings for the first few years after planting. 

Councillor Blake Pain, cabinet member 
for the environment and the green agenda, 
said: “This funding from the Forestry 
Commission is warmly welcomed and 
provides a huge boost to our pledge to plant 
a tree for each and every person in the 
county.” 

In line with our tree policy, various native 
species will be planted between November 
and February. 

These will include oak, wild cherry, silver 
birch, field maple and both blackthorn and 
hawthorn. 

The trees are around two years old and 
between 40 to 60cm tall. 

They will then need close attention for the 
first three years as they become established, 
with many needing watering, fertiliser and 
weed control. 

In rural areas of the county, mostly 
native species will be planted. In more 
urban spots, consideration is also given to 
brightening up the landscape with more 
colourful trees or those that produce berries. 

Some 20,000 new trees will help make Leicestershire 
a greener place - thanks to a grant of more than 
£200,000 from the Forestry Commission.

Councillor Blake Pain  
plants a tree as part  
of the scheme

WHAT WE’RE 
DOING
The new trees 
will help with  
our ambitious 
plans to reduce 
the impact of 
climate change.

We aim to be an entirely carbon 
neutral organisation by 2030 
and want to work with residents 
and businesses to help make 
Leicestershire a carbon net zero 
county by 2045.

Those dates may seem a long 
way off, but there is a lot to 
do – and everyone can make a 
difference and play their part in  
the race to net zero. 

We’re currently working on our  
plans around this, and in the next 
few months, plan to share our 
proposals – so that you can have 
your say and see how you can get 
involved. 

Check leicestershire.gov.uk/ 
have-your-say for details.  
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Contact us
leicestershire.gov.uk
Our website focuses on the 
most popular things that 
people want to do online. So 
next time you need to find or do 
something with the council, go 
online at leicestershire.gov.uk 

Email 
leics-matters@leics.gov.uk

Twitter  @LeicsCountyHall

Facebook  LeicsCountyHall

Instagram  LeicsCountyHall

General enquiries
Mon - Thur: 8.30am - 5pm
Fri: 8.30am - 4.30pm
Telephone: 0116 232 3232

Post
Communications Team,
Room 400, County Hall,
Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8RA

Leicestershire 
Matters is sent 
to all residents 
in the county of 
Leicestershire. 

It costs under 10p to print 
and deliver each copy. 
To help save money on 
the distribution, we work 
closely with Royal Mail. 
We’re sorry if you receive 
Leicestershire Matters 
just over the border in 
a neighbouring county 
– but by using standard 
postal routes we actually 
save £750 per issue. 

10p
per copy

If you would like the 
information contained 
in this newsletter in an 
alternative version such as 
large print, Braille or tape, or 
help with understanding it 
in your language, please call 
0116 305 6274 or email 
leics-matters@leics.gov.uk

100% recycled
When you have finished with  
this leaflet please recycle it

by email
sign up for the digital edition 

leicestershire.gov.uk/signup

Welcome to  
Leicestershire Matters
Council leader, Nick Rushton, introduces our autumn edition

Tackling climate change is the biggest challenge 
we face. And recent events such as COP26  
show it is the number one issue across the globe. 

That’s why this edition has a green theme. 
Whether it’s cutting our carbon emissions, 
boosting biodiversity or planting 700,000 trees 
– one for every Leicestershire resident – we’re 
thinking big.  

Launching our tree charter and securing extra 
funding underline our ambition. With National 
Tree Week upon us, it’s a great time to find out 
more about planting, and with our new website 
going live soon, you can record the trees you 
plant so we can keep track of progress. 

Protecting the environment underpins our 
work to bolster the economy too. Our business 
parks are packed full of solar panels – and are 
booming, helping to generate jobs. And we’re 
supporting new homes. We want to build 

communities, not random development, and  
our new schools are complete with a raft of  
eco features. 

The back page of this Leicestershire Matters 
showcases our award-winning country parks. It’s 
the perfect time of year to visit and I’m delighted 
our café at Beacon Hill has been recognised for 
cutting down on single-use plastic. 

As you can see from this edition, we’re a 
green council. It’s at the heart of our plans, 
including our vision for a future county. On 
page three, you can read more about major 
proposals setting out plans for the Leicestershire 
of tomorrow. 

Your views will help to shape the county for 
future generations. I hope you enjoy this edition 
– and I’d encourage you to have your say. 

Switch to better, faster broadband

Since our Superfast Leicestershire 
project began a few years ago, 
we’ve improved broadband 
connectivity for 25,000 
homes and businesses across 
Leicestershire. The upgrades 
delivered by the project have 
allowed people in the county to 
experience the benefits of having 
a superfast internet connection to 
help with their daily online needs. 

Some of the benefits of 
upgrading your broadband are: 
• Faster download speeds while 

streaming your favourite films/TV  
series or playing video games 

• Working from home has become 
easier and more practical 

• Staying in touch with family  
and friends over clear, lag-free 
video calls 

• Multiple people within a 
business/home can use the 
internet at the same time 
without impacting the others’ 
speed 

More and more communities are 
being added to the programme. 
Find out if your location is covered 
at superfastleicestershire.org.uk/
when-and-where  

There are a lot of Internet 
Service Providers 
available, so it is 
important to shop around 
to get the best value for 
your money. Go online 
for advice to help you 
make the right choice: 
superfastleicestershire.
org.uk/broadband-
providers

We’re working hard to bring superfast 
broadband to people in Leicestershire. 
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Tackling climate change, conserving our heritage and keeping 
people safe are just some of our priorities – and we want to 
hear your views on building the Leicestershire of tomorrow. 

Creating jobs, improving transport, 
supporting children to thrive, celebrating 
diverse communities, and more, are part 
of our new ‘strategic plan’. Setting out our 
aims for the next four years, it builds on 
what residents, businesses and others 
told us in a major consultation – and 
crucially we need you to help shape this 
important blueprint. 

With our population set to grow by 20 
per cent over 20 years, we’re planning 
for Leicestershire’s future – and protecting 
front-line services which support 
vulnerable people. We’re focusing on: 

• Building a clean, green future  
– where nature flourishes and  
our economy is low carbon 

• Keeping people safe and well  
– with support to live fulfilling lives 

• Supporting diverse and resilient 
communities – where local  
heritage is enjoyed and conserved 

• Creating a strong economy  
– with the right homes and 
infrastructure in the right place 

• Giving every child the best start in 
life – with access to good education 

Over the autumn and winter, we will 
also be publishing proposals which link 
in with our bigger goals – on issues 
including tackling air quality, becoming 
carbon neutral by 2030, our budget, 

boosting communities, 
improving buses and more.  

Councillor Pam Posnett, 
cabinet member for 
communities, said: “This  
is a major plan guiding 

how we deliver services for residents.  

“Your views on our strategic plan – and 
other key proposals – will help shape the 
future of our county and I’d urge you to 
get involved.”

Pam Posnett

“Not only do we want to 
build a green, safe, resilient 
and prosperous Leicestershire, 
this is also about us being 
innovative, embracing digital 
technology and delivering 
value for money.

Have 
your
say

Comment on 
our strategic 

plan by:
Online 
leicestershire.gov.uk/
the-strategic-plan

Phone 
Call 0116 305 0527 if you 
would like a printed copy

Keep up to date with our 
other consultations by visiting 

leicestershire.gov.uk/ 
have-your-say

LEICESTERSHIRE

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/strategicplan
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/strategicplan
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say
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 GREEN ECONOMY 

brighter future

Sustainable education
The county’s population is set to grow 
by 20 per cent in 20 years – and we’re 
building new schools and refurbishing 
and expanding existing ones to help meet 
demand.

This academic year alone, we are 
providing an extra 2,000 school places 
here in Leicestershire, and we’ve secured 
around £30million from developers to 
help cover costs.

Councillor Deborah Taylor, cabinet 
member for children and 
families, said: “We have 
some fantastic, accessible, 
sustainable new schools 
and resource bases 
for pupils with special 
educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND) which are either 
opening, or have recently opened, here in 
Leicestershire.

 “These are brilliant spaces in which to 
learn and we are excited to see designs 
evolving as we work to achieve our 
environmental goals.” 

Building new schools provides a 
great opportunity to explore alternative 
technologies and ensure they’re 

environmentally friendly. The ultimate  
goal is that they will be carbon neutral  
by 2030.

We have a strict list of criteria we  
have set ourselves which includes them 
having an ‘A’ energy rating, electric car 
charging points, using renewable energy 
sources and having LED lamps - as well 
as high levels of fire safety, incorporating 
sprinkler systems wherever possible  
and other measures.

Deborah 
Taylor

LEICESTERSHIRE

WHAT WE’RE DOING
• The county’s newest school to open, Ashby 

Hastings Primary built by Willmott Dixon,  
is cedar-clad and has underfloor heating  
that recirculates energy and stores heat. 
Panels on the roof helps provide energy  
and there’s a wildlife area which will house 
bat and bird boxes. 

• A new school for Castle Donington, Foxbridge 
Primary, is being built by contractor Seddon. 
Due to open next academic year, it is also 
designed to minimise its environmental 
impact and reliance on energy grid supplied 
fuels. It will include energy efficient lamps, 
natural ventilation systems and lighting that 
only comes on when a presence is detected 
in some areas such as classrooms.  

• We’ve also been building some standalone 
‘eco’ classrooms in some of our schools for 
pupils with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. The recently opened £341,000 
cedar-clad ‘The Den’ at Forest Way School 
in Coalville is well insulated and energy 
savings are made throughout with the use 
of air pumps. There is an air quality system 
in operation also that ensures the optimum 
climate and airflow to help children learn. 

Leicestershire is growing –  
and sustainability is at the heart 
of our plans to support new 
homes and help the economy 
recover from Covid-19

Building a

New ‘eco’ classroom 
at Forest Way School

Artist’s impression of new primary 
school at Castle Donington
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brighter future
New chapter 
for skills 
scheme 
Our Work & Skills initiative - 
supporting residents seeking 
paid work or training – has 
expanded and is now available 
in libraries.

More than 150 people have 
already benefited from the 
scheme which is open to all 
– from those who have never 
been employed, to those who  
have lost their jobs due to the 
pandemic, or who are at risk 
of redundancy. It also helps 
college leavers, graduates and those on 
zero hour or temporary contracts.

Our experienced Employment Support 
Officers are at hand to offer impartial 
and professional advice, supporting on a 
one-to-one basis with everything from CV 
writing skills to interview techniques and 
digital training.

Among those already helped by the 
scheme is Heather Cobbin who has now 
been offered a new job.

Heather, a primary school teacher for 

24 years, said: “I really enjoyed teaching, 
but I needed part-time or more flexible 
work. It was a daunting prospect and I 
really didn’t know where to start. Then 
I went to Loughborough Library, saw 
the Work & Skills employment hub and 
wanted to find out more.

“It has been brilliant – really accessible, 
everyone is on the ball and the staff are 
really well-informed. I’d never even written 
a CV before, but I did three or four online 
sessions and it was all sorted!”

Loughborough Library  
on Tuesdays 10am until 12 noon 

Hinckley Library  
on Fridays 10am and 12 noon

Wigston Library  
on Wednesdays, 10am until 12 noon

Coalville Library  
on Wednesdays, 2pm and 4pm

Powering 
Leicestershire’s 
economy
Renewable power is not only 
encouraging companies to set 
up home in our business parks 
– but generating money for vital 
services too.

We use our property to bring  
in millions of pounds to fund 
front-line services. And we strive 
to make sure our developments 
are sustainable and use renewable  
power sources such as wind.

The council’s business 
parks at Airfield Farm, Market 
Harborough, and Apollo Court, 
Coalville, draw some of their 
energy from solar power. 

Some £4.6 million was 
brought in from rents from our 
farms, development land, offices 
and commercial and industrial 
premises last year.

The money is being used to 
provide vital front line services as 
we look for ways to increasingly 
use our assets to ease the 
financial pressure caused by 
Covid-19 and low levels of 
Government funding.

Cabinet member for resources, 
Councillor Lee Breckon, said: 

“Our aim is for 
Leicestershire to 
be at the heart of 
a ‘green’ economy. 
And we’ll carry on 
using our property 
to mitigate the 
other financial 

pressures and try to reduce 
the burden on tax payers while 
supporting vital services as they 
come under increasing demand.”

LEICESTERSHIRE

Lee  
Breckon

Councillor Peter Bedford, cabinet 
member for Covid recovery, with 

Emma Chouhan, project manager, 
and Heather Cobbin

CV writing skills
Job search
Learning, training or 
volunteering opportunities
Interview techniques
Digital training
Self-employment advice 
and business support

Come and see us for support

For details visit leicestershire.gov.uk/work-and-skills  
or call 0800 988 0308
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 ENVIRONMENT 

National Tree Week 
is just around the 
corner. The annual 
celebration of trees 
run by the Tree 
Council starts on 
27 November. It 
marks the start of 
tree planting season, 
which runs from 
November to March. 

During the week 
we’ll be sharing 
stories about some 
of the street lighting  
projects that are 
happening around the county – and planting and advice 
for anyone wanting to plant a tree or two at home, in their 
community or school.

All of the new trees will help the council reach a target 
of planting 700,000 trees – one for each county resident.

We’ll also be launching our Tree Charter – which we’ve 
written in partnership with our friends at The National 
Forest. The tree charter sets our vision to enhance and 
protect Leicestershire’s trees and woodlands, so that 
they can continue to provide much-needed sanctuary for 
wildlife and people.  

We need your help! 
Our plan to plant 700,000 trees is underway – along 
with a new website, which includes a tree totaliser, so we 
can keep track of how we’re doing. Are you planting trees 
in your neighbourhood? Don’t forget to go online and log 
the details. Together we will make Leicestershire greener.

Follow us  LeicsCountyHall

Cutting the county’s 
carbon emissions
The United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Glasgow 
(COP26) offered a unique 
opportunity to get involved with 
a global event and showcase 
the work we are doing here in 
Leicestershire to tackle climate 
change. 

We declared a climate 
emergency in May 2019 and 
have committed to become a 
net zero (sometimes known 
as carbon neutral) council by 
2030 and county by 2045. 

We‘ve completed many 
projects across Leicestershire, 
such as installing electric 
vehicle charge points, street 
lighting upgrades, and  
our upcoming plans include 
installing biomass boilers at 
County Hall and solar farms  
on council land.  

What progress has 
been made in reducing 
emissions?
Across the county, emissions 
have reduced by 33 per 
cent since 2005, emitting 
3.4 million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide in 2019. This means 
on average emissions have 
been reducing by 2.7 per cent 
per year. Though considerable 
progress has been made in 
reducing our contribution 
towards climate change, even 
if we were to continue at a 
current rate, 37 per cent of 
the county’s emissions will still 
remain by 2050, meaning it’s 
even more important we all act 
now – to make sure we can 
meet our target of reaching net 
zero as a county by 2045.  

New body provides challenge
Our green strategies and action 
plans are being scrutinised by a 
new group.

Formed this autumn, we 
have a new Environment 
and Climate Change Scrutiny 
Committee. Made up of seven 
county councillors, it will cover 
a wide range of issues including 
climate change and carbon 

reduction, country parks, energy, 
waste disposal, air quality and 
elements of planning.

By providing challenge, 
receiving questions and petitions 
from residents, our scrutiny 
bodies play an important role 
in making sure our services are 
delivering for you.

Branching out
We’re stepping up our 
work to plant a tree for 
every resident  



It is estimated that there are 
more than 500,000 ash trees in 
Leicestershire. As many are on 
private land, we’ve launched a 
campaign to raise awareness of 
the issue to remind landowners of 
their responsibility to ensure their 
trees do not become a hazard to 
other people. 

Councillor Blake Pain, cabinet 
member for environment and 

the green agenda, 
said: “We have 
stepped up safety 
inspections of trees 
in response to the 
threat from ash 

dieback, which is no small task 
as there are thousands next to 
roads and on other properties”. 

“Tree owners should have 
their trees regularly inspected 
by a professional so that, as the 
disease progresses, appropriate 
decisions in tree management 
can be made and accidents can 
be prevented.

“People should pay particular 
attention to ash trees within areas 
where the failure of the whole 
tree or falling branches could 
place people or neighbouring 
property in danger.”

Blake Pain
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Please check your trees for

DISEASEDISEASE

WHAT IS ASH DIEBACK?
The highly destructive ash dieback is caused by 
a fungus and can lead to infected trees shedding 
branches or limbs, or potentially falling as the 
tree dies. Diseased trees will show dead tips; 
sometimes discoloured and also a ‘pom-pom’ 
effect with clumps of living leaves around the 
areas affected by ash dieback. 

HEALTHYHEALTHY INFECTEDINFECTED

For more information go to
leicestershire.gov.uk/ash-dieback

OUR ADVICE
While safety is a priority, felling the 
tree should not be the first option, 
particularly as some ash trees are 
known to show resistance to ash 
dieback, and we have been part of 
a national effort to secure genetic 
material from these trees to try to 
ensure the future of the species.

It is important to remember that 
ash is one of our most common 
native trees and is incredibly valuable 
for wildlife. We would stress that you 
shouldn’t fell any trees unless you 
have to. In many cases it may be 
possible to reduce the risk by pruning 
branches, re-routing paths, or even 
repositioning items away from the 
tree so that people can avoid being 
in the immediate area. Always 
check trees for active bird nests or 
bat breeding or roosting sites, or 
other special species, well before 
undertaking any work.

People should also be aware that, 
with certain exemptions, all trees in 
Britain are protected by the Forestry 
Act, which means that a felling 
licence is required to remove them. 
Tree owners should be clear that 
their tree is in an exempted category, 
which includes trees in gardens; or 
obtain a licence, before any felling 
takes place.

People are being urged to play their part in 
keeping the countryside green by helping us 
identify and manage diseased ash trees. 
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Time to spruce up  
your spare time
Leicestershire’s tree warden scheme has had roots in the 
county since 1990. Our ambition to have a tree for every 
person is matched by our ambition to have a tree warden 
for every parish in the county. If you like trees, nature and 
the great outdoors, and want to make a difference in your 
community - this could be the volunteering role for you.

Tree wardens are volunteers appointed  
by their parish, town or district councils to:
• be a contact and support for all  

things tree related in their area
• plant, care for and protect trees by 

reporting signs of pests, disease  
– such as ash dieback – and vandalism

• gather, survey and record  
information about trees 

• help look out for opportunities to  
plant more trees in the community, 
enhancing the local environment

• get involved in campaigns to raise awareness 
about the importance of trees and hedgerows

Interested? Contact your local parish council or email 
treewardens@leicestershire.gov.uk  for more information

To find out more and apply, visit: leicestershire.gov.uk/jobs
or call 0300 3030 222 (option 2)

We’re currently looking for:   

Shared Lives Carers
You’ll share your home life with 
an adult (18+), who has care and 
support needs.

Home Care Assistants
You’ll need to be passionate and 
enthusiastic about supporting 
people in their own homes.

School Food Assistants
You’ll assist with the preparation, 
production and distribution of 
school meals. 

Waste Operatives
You’ll be part of a team supporting 
our waste operation and helping 
our residents recycle right.  

 JOBS 

Fiona Kaye’s late 
mother inspired her  
to join our team of 
HART carers and she 
thinks you could also 
make a difference

Fiona Kaye has spoken of the 
pride she feels having joined a 
dedicated team of carers which 
looked after her late mother.

Fiona was inspired by the help 
her mum Helen had been offered 
by our Home Care Assessment 
and Reablement Team (HART) to 
settle back into her house after a 
spell in hospital last year.

Helen’s experience helped 
persuade Fiona to make a career 
change and come to work for 
Leicestershire County Council.

HART carers, like Fiona, help 
adults who have recently been 
discharged from hospital but also 
support them in staying off the 
wards in the first place.

They also assist people who 
are disabled or who may have 
suffered illness, an accident or 
injury and want to be able to  
live independently at home. 

 OUR STAFF: 

Other positions - join our diverse team  
Permanent positions are available for anyone who would like to make a  
difference to the people and communities of Leicestershire. 

mailto:treewardens@leicestershire.gov.uk


Signing up to say  
no to racism 

Celebrating  
our LGBT+  
Role Models

We are proud to have 
signed up to the Race at 
Work Charter as our visible 
commitment to becoming an 
anti-racist organisation. 

We have pledged to do this 
through the five actions in 
the charter. They are: 
• To have a visible leader to 

lead the work  
• To record ethnicity data 

and share our progress 
• To show a commitment 

from senior leaders to zero 
tolerance of harassment 
and bullying 

• To make clear that 
supporting equality in 
the workplace is the 

responsibility of all leaders 
and managers 

• To take action that 
supports ethnic minority 
career progression 

Councillor Pam Posnett, 
cabinet member for 
community and staff 
relations, said:

“The charter will help 
to ensure that we are 
representative of British 
society today and the 
communities we serve.  

“We wish to encourage 
and inspire people from 
ethnic minority communities 
to work for us and to reach 
senior positions.”

We have again joined other 
public sector partners in the 
city and county to recognise 
those who have made a 
difference for LGBT+ people.  

A wide range of role 
models - who all share a local 
connection - were nominated 
by public vote and were 
selected for their work in 

driving change and celebrating 
diversity. They will join the 
existing role models in a new 
publication to celebrate their 
inspirational work. 

We’re committed to being 
a LGBT+ friendly workplace 
and we’ve been in Stonewall’s 
Top 100 LGBT+ friendly 
workplaces for more than  
ten years. 

Check out our LGBT+ role 
models leicestershire.gov.uk/
lgbt-plus-role-models

 

Role model Andrew 
Moonesinghe, Pharmacy 
services manager 
at Leicestershire 
Partnership Trust

 JOBS 
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Find out how our scheme can help you 
get back in to work – see page 5

  

Helen was assigned HART 
carers after her own stay in 
hospital in 2019.

Fiona said: “Mum was 
never a big one for fuss and 
would always say she didn’t 
need help.

“But then mum started 
telling me about this great 
bunch of people from HART 
and saying what a difference 
they were making for her when  
they came to see her each day.

“I had been working in the 
care sector for 12 years but 
thinking about a change and 
mum said ‘This might be the 
perfect job for you’. She really 
encouraged me to apply – so  
I told her I would.”

Sadly, Helen, 81, then fell  
ill again, and had to return  
to hospital where she passed 
away.

“She never knew I got the 
job,” said Fiona.

 “But I know she would 
have been proud that I did.”

Fiona said she loved helping 
people with tasks that most 
people would find basic but to 
those in need of support  can 
be major challenges. These 
can include being able to 
shower or even make a cup 
of tea.

She is now urging other 
people to follow her lead as 
the HART service looks to 
recruit more carers.

If you’re interested in a role 
with HART call 07593 527 
553 or 0116 3054978 for an 
informal chat about the job.

For further details visit:
leicestershire.gov.uk/
home-care-assistant

 OUR STAFF: 



On the road 
to innovation

Extra money to boost roads and our local 
environment is already making a difference.

Our cabinet agreed earlier this year to 
spend £5 million more on highway 
maintenance improvements and speed 
management initiatives to ensure 
motorists have more reliable journeys 
on our roads. 

And the extra funding means it’s not 
just the motorist who will benefit. 

Money is also being invested 
in improving public rights of way, 
including gates to replace stiles, 
making paths easier to access as well 
as improvements to bridges and other 
routes.

Councillor Ozzy O’Shea, cabinet 
member for highways and transport, 

said: “This investment 
in some of the day-to 
day issues affecting our 
highways also improves 
the safety and life of our 
roads. 

“Along with all the 
work already carried out, our teams 
have work planned for more than 300 
sites around the county and we firmly 
believe road users will benefit from the 
improvements at these locations.”

Improvements are planned on the 
county’s ‘B’ road network and further 
work is already scheduled to fix road 
markings and cats eyes. Plans are 

also being developed to continue a 
community speed camera initiative 
which has been running successfully  
in seven locations.

As part of the £5m investment in  
our roads, each county councillor  
has also received £25,000 to spend 
so that residents can be involved in 
influencing improvements where  
they live, with councillors now  
drawing up their plans. 

The funding could be used for  
a wide range of options, such as 
flashing signs to reduce speeding, 
as well as minor road repairs and 
freshening up signs and lines.

Ozzy  
O’Shea

Gully unblocking, repairing 
underground pipes, walls and 
tunnels and replacing defective 
ironwork at more than 400 
roadside locations.

Relining and replacing studs, which  
mark lanes and carriageway edges, on  
key county routes including the A511  
Ashby bypass, the A47 at Leicester Forest 
East and major roundabouts off the M1  
and the A6/A46 at Birstall.

Big programme of sign 
washing as well as cutting 
back vegetation so they are 
clearly visible to road users.

 ROADS AND TRANSPORT 

Road maintenance improvements include:
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 LOOKING AFTER OUR ENVIRONMENT 

Make-over shows real 
shoots of progress

Highways teams are gearing 
up for winter with supplies of 
grit continuing to be built up at 
depots across Leicestershire.

Although early Met Office 
indications suggest milder 
weather than normal will 
dominate the weather picture 
until the end of the year, there is 
the possibility of cold spells. 

Councillor Ozzy O’Shea, 
cabinet member for highways and 
transport, said: “Our grit supplies 
have not been affected by the 
HGV driver shortage and we 
are well prepared for the winter 
weather.”

Through-the-night crews are 
also hoping to boost their ranks 
and currently, there are two 
vacancies in the gritting team.

You can find out more about 
the opportunities to work for 
the county council by visiting 
leicestershire.gov.uk/working-for-
the-council and there’s a special 
recruitment feature on pages 
eight and nine of this edition.

 If temperatures do fall, we’re 
encouraging residents to visit 
leicestershire.gov.uk/winter-
weather for the latest information. 

For the latest Met Office info,  
visit metoffice.gov.uk/weatherready

Roadside verges across Leicestershire  
are on the road to recovery and  
becoming great wildflower areas.

Backed by our scheme, volunteers are making 
a difference in their community by weeding, 
sowing seeds and creating new verges with 
wildflowers.

Councillor Blake Pain, cabinet member for 
environment and the green agenda, said: “We’ve 
got more than 40 parishes signed up for the 
scheme – and we’d love to hear from more.

“These verges are such a valuable habitat for 
dozens of wildlife and plant species and, at times 
of the year, a vital refuge for pollinators such as 
bees and butterflies.”

Expressions of interest in creating more 
wildflower verges remain open for local parishes 
and communities – if you’re interested, email 
environmentteam@leics.gov.uk

Getting ready for

Meadow 
Cranesbill, a 
good example 
of a thriving 
wildflower

Councillor Ozzy O’Shea 
outside the grit barn at 
Mountsorrel Highways 
Depot 

339 species
identified across 26 wildlife species

An average of 

32 wildflower  
and grass
species identified on each verge

54 verges
surveyed by NatureSpot  
volunteers across Leicestershire

172
different wildflower 
species identified

Highest number of  
species identified at 

Broughton Astley 
and Cosby Corner

71 species
considered ‘desirable’ in  
wildflower meadows
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Many of us will either give or receive care at some point 
during our lives. The support unpaid carers provide to their 
families, friends and neighbours is vital and a break away 
from caring can be invaluable.   

We’re working with Carefree, an organisation that uses 
charitable funding to provide breaks to unpaid family carers. 
Eligible carers can self-refer at carefreespace.org/take-a-break 
or speak to their key worker for more information. 

For more advice visit leicestershire.gov.uk/breaks-for-carers

Q & A with Mike Sandys,  
our director of public health

Q: What is your advice to the 
people of Leicestershire as 
we head into winter?
A: Viruses spread more easily 
indoors. I’d advise people to 
help keep each other healthy 
by regularly wiping down 
touch points, getting indoor 
ventilation and staying home if 
you’re not feeling well. To stay 
safe from Covid-19, getting 
vaccinated and regular testing, 
whether you have symptoms or 
not, are your best defence. 

Q: I’m confused between 
the third dose and booster 
vaccination, do I need them?
A: Most people will be invited 
by text or letter to get their 
booster jab when they become 
eligible. You can book your 

booster online at nhs.uk if 
you’ve had your second dose 
at least six months ago and 
are a front line health and 
social care worker or you’ve 
been invited to book your 
appointment by the NHS. 
Third doses are being offered 
to severely immunosuppressed 
individuals and they will be 
contacted by their GP or 
hospital consultant if eligible.

Q: How can I best protect 
myself and my family and 
friends?
A: Get vaccinated. Covid-19 
vaccinations are well 
underway, and those eligible 
for flu vaccinations can book 
now. Search ‘flu vaccine’ on 
nhs.uk to check eligibility.

Carefree breaks for unpaid carers  

Staying

this winter

 KEEPING COMMUNITIES SAFE 

Eligible households in 
Leicestershire can make 
their homes more energy 
efficient with installation 
of cavity wall and loft 
insulation, free first-time 
gas connections and central 
heating.

It’s open to private 
tenants and homeowners 
with applications closing in 
January 2022.

Councillor Louise 
Richardson, cabinet 

member for 
health, said: 
“This scheme 
enables us 
to support 
residents 
while also 

helping to reduce our 
carbon emissions county-
wide.”

Warm homes fund

Louise 
Richardson

More than £1.1m is being 
invested in providing safe 
accommodation and support 
for victims of domestic abuse 
and their children in the area.

If you’re willing to share your 
experiences in confidence and 
help shape our new services, 

email CommunitySafety@
leics.gov.uk

If you’re experiencing 
domestic violence or sexual 
abuse, you can contact  
the UAVA helpline on  
0808 80 200 28 or  
email info@uava.org.uk

Domestic abuse support services

safe and well

nhs.uk/wintervaccinations

For more details call 0333 202 4481 (Mon–Fri, 9am–5pm)  
or visit leicestershire.gov.uk/warm-homes-fund 
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Don’t let your recycling go  
to waste this Christmas!

Building strong, resilient communities is a 
priority for us – and we’re teaming up with  
our parish and town councils.

Taking action in      
your community

Natasha’s Law and  
what it means for you
A change in food labelling 
requirements means that 
businesses are now required  
to follow new rules.

It follows a campaign led 
by the parents of Natasha 
Ednan-Laperouse who suffered 
anaphylaxis and sadly died 
after eating a sandwich which 
contained an undeclared 
ingredient to which she had an 
allergic reaction.

Known as ‘Natasha’s Law’, 
it means that all foods which 
are made and packaged on 
the same premises ahead of 
sale must now display a full 
ingredients list highlighting the  
allergens contained within them.

All businesses must label 
their foods in this way – if you 
find that your local shop, café 
or pub isn’t following these 
rules, our Trading Standards 
team needs to be informed 
so that we can help protect 
the public and ensure that 
businesses are aware of the 
rules and abiding by them.

If you want to report a 
business, you can do this by 
calling 0808 223 1133. 

Or, if you own or work for a 
business in Leicestershire who 
will be affected by this change, 
and you are unsure what you 
need to do, you can contact us 
for advice on 0116 305 8000.

This includes working together to tackle 
climate change – let’s take a look in  
more detail at some of the work across 
the county.

Our environment team has run a  
special session for town and parish 
councillors. This comes after the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Association 
of Local Councils (LRALC) successfully 
secured one of our SHIRE Environmental 
Grants to run a “Climate Emergency 
Action Day” for local councils. More 
than 100 representatives attended and 
contributed to an action plan.  

Weather incidents are a reminder that 
mitigating the effects of climate change 
is a priority for us all. This summer, 
Kibworth Parish Council, with support 
from the Leicestershire Resilience 
Partnership, activated their community 
response plan when flooding hit the area. 
This included damage to hundreds of 
cars and buildings from large hailstones. 
Activating the plan ensured an immediate 
local response while emergency services 
were on the way. The community had 
identified suitable rest centres and had 
started to collect resources and clean up 

equipment. Without planning in place,  
the response in Kibworth would have 
been slower and less effective. 

And in another part of the county is 
an example of one of the many parish 
and town councils combating the climate 
emergency at a community level. Sheepy 
Parish Council is working towards a 
Climate Change Policy, reviewing their 
Neighbourhood Plan to incorporate the 
impact of climate change and also hopes 
to establish a Climate Change Committee.

Recycling right everyday can make a big 
difference and help make the county a cleaner, 
greener place to live and work. Putting the 
wrong items in can damage machinery and 
cause recycling loads to be rejected. 

How to present your recycling:
 Ensure it’s clean and dry

 Put lids back on jars and bottles before recycling

 All packaging should be empty

 Items should go in loose/separate

 Flatten cardboard and cartons – keep it dry  
and large pieces of cardboard can be left by  
the side of your recycling bin

For more tips on how you can reduce, reuse and 
recycle right, visit lesswaste.org.uk 

http://www.lesswaste.org.uk
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We’ll be offering free holiday clubs over 
the Christmas holiday period for children 
and young people who are eligible for 
benefits-related free school meals.

It’s part of a national scheme funded 
by the government and championed 
by Premier League footballer, Marcus 
Rashford.

Keep an eye out on our website for 
details about how to enrol: leicestershire.
gov.uk/free-holiday-clubs

The council will also use Government 
funding to provide weekly £15 food 
vouchers for children eligible for free 
school meals during a fortnight of the 
Christmas holiday.  

Lots of people foster first with independent  
agencies but we are seeing more people 
move across to foster with us. 

Amanda and Tracey from Western  
Park, Leicester, were originally inspired 
by the huge demand for more foster 
carers and after several years with an 
independent agency, have moved to us 
because we operate on a not-for-profit 
basis. 

Amanda said: “Having started fostering 
with the council, we’ve been delighted 
with how it’s gone.”

Tracey added: “We have just as much 
of a support network with the council, 
with more approachable staff. Transferring 
was easy, and so much more relaxed than 
with the fostering agency.” 

We try to place children with our own 
in-house carers before using independent 
agencies, which means foster carers are 
often likely to have regular placements.

If you’re an existing foster carer with 
an independent agency and would like 
to transfer, visit: leicestershire.gov.uk/
transferring-from-another-fostering-agency

We’re always looking for more foster 
carers. Fostering can change a child’s  
life, so if you’ve got a spare room and 
bags of compassion, we’d love to hear 
from you. You can find out more on our 
‘Fostering in Leicestershire’ Facebook 
page, or at fosteringleicestershire.com  
or contact the Fostering Recruitment  
Team on 0116 3050505

Apply now for primary places 
Applications for first-time primary school places for next September  
need to be in before 15 January, 2022. The best way to apply is online – 
find out more and apply: leicestershire.gov.uk/primary-school-places

Do you have a two-year-old? If so, 
your child may be able to access  
up to 570 hours of funded early 
learning and childcare.

The Free Early Education  
Entitlement (FEEE) is a national 
government scheme that supports 
eligible two-year-olds to access  
local childcare.

You can choose to attend a day 
nursery, preschool, or childminder. 
This will give your child time to play, 
learn and have fun alongside other 
children. 

These sessions will help your 
child to improve their speech, play 

and make new friends 
and have a go at new 
activities that might not 
be possible at home. 
Children will be well 
cared for, letting you 
have time to do 
other things.

All providers offering the FEEE 
will be registered with Ofsted or a 
childminding agency and be on our 
directory of early years providers.

Find out more about the two-year-
old funding and whether you may  
be eligible at: leicestershire.gov.uk/ 
apply-for-2s

 SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN 

Want to transform lives? 

Fostering with Leicestershire County Council changes 
lives - both for children and their foster carers.

Foster with us!

Free holiday 
activity clubs 
for the school 
holidays

Free early years funding  
for two-year-olds 

£3 
ENTRY
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 LEISURE 

heritage...Discover our
Take a peek at 
Thomas Cook 
archive online
Part of a vast 
archive charting 
the history of 
pioneering 
Leicestershire 
travel firm 
Thomas Cook 
can now be 
looked at 
online.

Thousands 
of items 
are housed 
at the Record Office for 
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland in 
Wigston but many of them can now be 
searched online, thanks to a grant from 
the National Archives and months of work 
by Record Office staff.

Online visitors can use the digital 
catalogue to search for items including 
staff magazines, and historic travel 
brochures.

Cataloguing is ongoing, with the entire 
collection expected to be online by next 
April.

The wider collection includes minute 
books and staff records, posters, travel 
guides and timetables. It also features 
60,000 photographs and souvenirs from 
the company’s 178-year history.

Councillor Christine Radford, cabinet 
member for heritage, 
leisure and arts, said: “This 
archive is a vital piece of 
Leicestershire history and 
I am delighted that we’re 
preserving it for future 
generations.”

The archive was acquired by the county 
council in 2019, following a nationwide 
bidding process to find a new permanent 
home for the collection.

Visit recordoffice.org.uk/resources/
catalogues

Beaumanor Hall, Woodhouse
Leicestershire, LE12 8TX

 /BeaumanorHall

Saturday 4 - Sunday 12  
December 2021

Ashby Road, Coalville, LE67 3LN

Manor Road, Coalville, LE67 2FW 
 /1620sHouse

Christmas at 1620s House and Gardens – 
visit doningtonleheath.org.uk/whats-on  
or call 01455 290429 to find out more

A new exhibition 
based on Judith 
Kerr’s beloved 
children’s book 
‘The Tiger Who 
Came to Tea’ 
opens at Charnwood 
Museum in January.

The exhibition, 
which opens on  
8 January and runs 
until 5 March, features 
ten framed facsimile 
copies of Judith Kerr’s illustrations 
and a reproduction of Sophie’s 
kitchen, where young visitors can sit 
down to tea with a 5ft cuddly tiger! 

Entry to the exhibition, created by 
‘Seven Stories, The National Centre 
for Children’s Books’, is free. Find 
more at charnwoodmuseum.co.uk

FREE
event

Granby St, Loughborough, LE11 3DU
 /TheCenturyTheatre

Christine 
Radford

Tickets at CenturyTheatre.co.uk  
or call the Box Office 01530 27844 

 /TheCenturyTheatre

FREE 
PARKING

£3 
ENTRY

Christmas  
Shopping Event
12 December, 10am-3pm

at

Explore an array of stalls from local 
makers, artisans and crafters at our 
Christmas Shopping event. Our fairs are 
super popular and this is the perfect 
place to pick up any last minute gifts, 
foodie treats and items for the home. Add 
those finishing touches that make your 
Christmas extra special and extra sparkly! 

For stall enquiries including the latest 
availability and prices please email 
EventsAtBeaumanor@leics.gov.uk or call 
01509 890119

http://www.doningtonleheath.org.uk/whats-on
mailto:EventsAtBeaumanor@leics.gov.uk
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Beacon Hill Café becomes 
a plastic-free champion

Watermead Country 
Park joins parkrun
Watermead Country Park has become 
the seventh host venue in Leicester and 
Leicestershire’s parkrun portfolio. Joining 
Braunstone, Leicester Victoria, Conkers, 
Dishley, Market Harborough and Melton, it is 
predicted the ‘magnificent seven’ will become 
an unofficial challenge for participants.        

Anyone can join the free, fun and friendly 
5km event – search ‘Watermead Country Park 
parkrun’ to register online and find more details. 

Staff at Beacon Hill Café have been 
working with the community group 
Woodhouse Eaves Plastic Free to 
cut down on single-use plastics and 
champion best practice.

The team and community group have 
been successful in their efforts as the 
café is now recognised as a Surfers 
Against Sewage Plastic-Free Champion.

The plaque was awarded to the team 
this autumn for their environmentally 
conscious efforts and action to single 
out single-use plastics. 

Practical changes such as introducing 
reusable cups, offering alternatives 
to plastic cutlery and working with 
suppliers to reduce the use of plastic 
even further has helped them to achieve 
the champion status. Find out more – 
wheplasticfree.co.uk

Going Green  
Flag at Snibston
Snibston Colliery Park has been  
awarded a Green Flag Award for 
the first time. 

Announced in October, Snibston Colliery 
Park joins parks and green spaces as 
diverse as the National Memorial Arboretum 
in Staffordshire, Woodhouse Park in Peterlee 
and Chiswick Old Cemetery in London as winners of a Green Flag Award. 
The award is the international quality mark for parks and green spaces.

During the last 18 months, parks have played a pivotal role for people 
during lockdowns and the accolade is a welcome achievement.

Visit Beacon Hill Café  
Mon – Fri, 10am – 4pm,  
Sat & Sun, 10am -5pm. 
Beacon Hill Country Park,  

lower car park, Breakback Road, LE12 8TA

National Forest 
Company award 
winners! 
We’re celebrating after our newly regenerated 
Snibston Colliery Park and wildlife wonder, 
Moira Junction, were both winners at this 
year’s Woodland Management Awards.

Recognised for its excellent wildlife 
management by creating valuable habitats 
and encouraging important flora and fauna 
growth, all delivered by local volunteers and 
our rangers, Moira Junction claimed the 
Woodland for Wildlife award.

Snibston Colliery Park gained equal 
recognition by being presented with the 
Woodland for the People award – this award 
recognises excellent access and connectivity 
for people. Snibston was highlighted due 
to its new accessible routes, collaborative 
community work, informative interpretation 
panels, and the enhancement of historic 
features.

The event formed part of the National 
Forestry Forum which was held at Staunton 
Harold Estate Timber Yard in Coleorton.

beaconhillcafe

leicscountryparks

Visit Snibston Colliery Park and café
Ashby Road, Coalville, LE67 3JX        collierycafe

Go on an adventure this autumn and discover  
our award-winning country parks

green spaces
Award-winning


