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How we are working with others to tackle rural crime 
 
 
Over the last four years, Harborough District Council has worked closely with the 
Police, the National Farmers' Union (NFU) and local farmers to try and tackle rural 
crime and fly-tipping issues. 
 
Disposing of rubbish illegally is unacceptable regardless of whose land it is 
dumped on. We are currently working with a lot of farmers who have raised areas 
of concern. Through proactive working we have successfully slowed down the 
issue. We have several covert CCTV units in place, plus signage, and we regularly 
patrol key areas. 
  
The Council has had several action days on 'duty of care', to explain that 'your 
waste is your responsibility', working jointly with the Police stopping any vehicle 
carrying waste. These vehicles are checked for waste carriers’ licences and 
transfer notes. All vehicles that have been stopped and spoken to have had all 
relevant paperwork in place. We are arranging more of these action days in the 
future. We also carried a day of action and invited along the DVSA (Driver and 
Vehicle Standards Agency) which was very successful and was covered by BBC 
East Midlands Today. On this occasion, 
several vehicles were confiscated for not 
having the correct insurances for 
carrying waste. 
  
We will soon be launching a campaign, 
with neighbouring Councils, regarding 
fly-tipping and residents’ duty of care 
with their waste and who they transfer it 
to. This will be rolled out across the 
county to highlight the issues wider than 
our own district. 
  
We are also starting up a joint group, including several neighbouring Councils, the 
NFU and the Police on rural crime issues. Sgt Paul Archer heads the Rural Crime 
team and is assisting us with all aspects of rural crime. We have a great 
partnership with all areas of the Police force and have worked together on this for 
some time. This includes the Police helicopter spotting a fly-tipper on the A47, the 
vehicle was followed by the helicopter until a ground patrol could stop the vehicle. 
The officer then passed on the driver's details and he was issued with a fixed 
penalty notice of £400 for fly-tipping. 
  
Our most successful work with a local farmer resulted in court action. The farmer 
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witnessed the fly-tipping incident and was able to provide us with a great witness 
statement. As a result of the statement, we were able to prosecute the offender 
after a lot of hard work from all involved. 
 
Keeping an eye out in our rural communities to prevent arson 
 
We need the help of residents to prevent haystack fires across the district. 
Haystack fires, which have been started deliberately, can have a devastating 
impact on the farming community and it can take days for the emergency services 
to contain and put out the fire. We need our residents to be the eyes and ears of 
the community; if they spot anything suspicious in rural areas, it can be reported 
through the 101 telephone number, and they could earn a Crimestoppers reward. 
Get advice on reducing the risk of fire damage to hay, straw and surrounding 
property here and read this handy guide.  
 
 
Community Resilience and Community Response Plans 
 
 
To help develop resilience in Leicester, Leicestershire, and Rutland the Resilience 
Partnership, representing the 10 Local Authorities, work with many organisations 
to support local people and groups to get together to use their local skills, 
knowledge, and resources to deal with emergency situations.  
 
One of these projects has been the development of Community Response Plans. 
 

On the evening of Tuesday 20 July 2021, 
Kibworth Parish Council with the 
Resilience Partnership activated their 
Community Response plan when severe 
weather and flooding hit the area. This 
included damage to cars and buildings 
from large hail.  

Activation of the plan ensured an 
immediate local response whilst 
emergency services were on the way.  

The community had already identified 
suitable emergency (rest) centres for any 
potential evacuees and had started to 
collect resources such as towels and 
clean up equipment.  

Without planning in place, the response 
in Kibworth would have been slower and less effective with limited knowledge and 
assistance.  

Due to learning from Kibworth activating their plan, the Resilience Partnership are 
encouraging community groups to produce a Community Resilience Plan for the 
area they live in.  

The Resilience Partnership have several templates that groups can use which can 
be found here and can work with the community to develop their plan. 
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At present, Harborough has 19 completed plans with 3 plans in development.  

Harborough Wards Number of 
CRPs 

Billesdon & Tilton 
 

Bosworth 1 
Broughton Astley - Primethorpe & Sutton 1 
Broughton Astley South & Leire 

 

Dunton 1 
Fleckney 1 
Glen 1 
Kibworths 3 
Lubenham 3 
Lutterworth East 1 
Lutterworth West 
Market Harborough - Great Bowden & Arden 

 

Market Harborough - Little Bowden 
 

Market Harborough - Logan 
 

Market Harborough - Welland 
 

Misterton 1 
Nevill 

 

Thurnby & Houghton 2 
Ullesthorpe 1 

 
To find out more information contact the Resilience Partnership office on 
emergency.management@leics.gov.uk or 0116 30 56101. 
 
Flood Wardens and Flood Warden Training 
 
Community Flood Warden schemes are completely voluntary and can consist of a 
single person or several people acting as volunteers to help raise awareness of 
any flood risks in their community, help pass on flood warnings when they are 
issued, help prepare for flooding and to help vulnerable people both during and 
after flooding has occurred. It is recommended to have 2 – 3 Flood Wardens in all 
communities, not just those impacted directly by a watercourse.  
 
The table below shows Flood Wardens per ward and if those wards are impacted 
by the six flood warning areas that are in Harborough.  

Harborough Wards Flood Warning Area Number of 
Flood 

Wardens 
Billesdon & Tilton 055FWFUWEL05  
Bosworth    
Broughton Astley - Primethorpe & Sutton    
Broughton Astley South & Leire    
Dunton   2 
Fleckney    
Glen 034FWFSEGRTGLEN 1 
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To see the long-term flood risk for any area you can find an interactive map at 
https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/long-term-flood-risk/map  
 
In partnership with the Environment Agency, Harborough District Council are 
running three free training sessions for anyone wishing to learn more about 
becoming a Community Flood Warden.   

• 18:00—20:00, 8th September, Virtual MS Teams 
• 18:00—20:00, 16th September, Coalville, NW Leics (First Come First 

Served, limited capacity) 
• 18:00—20:00, 22nd September, Virtual MS Teams 

 
To reserve a space please contact the Resilience Partnership office on 
emergency.management@leics.gov.uk or 0116 30 56101. 
 

Kibworths 055FWFUWEL05  
Lubenham   2 
Lutterworth East    
Lutterworth West    
Market Harborough - Great Bowden & 
Arden 

055FWFUWEL05 
055FWFUWEL01 

 

Market Harborough - Little Bowden 055FWFUWEL01 
055FWFUWEL03 

 

Market Harborough - Logan 055FWFUWEL01  
Market Harborough - Welland 055FWFUWEL01  
Misterton    
Nevill 055FWFWELT02 

055FWFWELT01 
055FWFUWEL05 

1 

Thurnby & Houghton   1 
Ullesthorpe    

 
Government launches UK-wide antibody surveillance programme 
 
 
Thousands of adults a day will be given free access to antibody tests through a 
new national surveillance programme launched by the UK Health Security Agency, 
to help improve our understanding of immunity against COVID-19 from vaccination 
and infection. 

For the first time, the programme will 
offer antibody testing to adults in the 
UK who test positive. From Tuesday 24 
August, anyone aged over 18 is able to 
opt in to take part when booking a PCR 
test through NHS Test and Trace. Up 
to 8,000 people who opt in and then 
receive a positive PCR result will be 
sent 2 finger prick antibody tests to 
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complete at home and send back to a lab for analysis. 

The UK Health Security Agency will work alongside NHS Test and Trace testing 
services in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to monitor levels of 
antibodies in positive cases across the UK. The data collected will help estimate 
the proportion of those who got COVID-19 despite developing antibodies as a 
result of having a vaccine or previously catching coronavirus. 

The initiative could also provide insight into any groups of people who do not 
develop an immune response. The UK Health Security Agency will use the data 
to inform our ongoing approach to COVID-19 and provide further insight into the 
effectiveness of the vaccines against different variants. 

 
Visitors encouraged back with programme of events 
 
 
An exciting calendar of summer events has got underway and is continuing 
throughout September.  
 
Following on from successful food fairs in The 
Square in Market Harborough and a visit from 
some spectacular birds of prey, as well as the 
launch of our guided walks around Lutterworth 
and Market Harborough, more events will be 
taking place over the coming weeks – including an 
arts and crafts fair, community and volunteers fair, 
celebratory events for the 800th anniversary of the 
market, Green Week, Chair Art Exhibition, and a 
small display of vintage vehicles. 
 
Read more about the events here  
 
There will be an extra event when the birds of prey 
will head to Lutterworth tomorrow (28 Aug). Come 
along to the Bird on the Hand Falconry display just off Bell Street in Lutterworth 
town centre from 10am-2pm.  
Meet Olga the eagle, Priscilla a Siberian eagle owl and other impressive birds of 
prey. 
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Community Safety Partnership (CSP) update  
 
 
Campaigns 

Domestic Abuse 

In September we will be working again with hairdressers and beauticians to raise 
awareness of domestic abuse support.   

We will also be raising the profile of the Ask for Angela campaign in our pubs and 
restaurants, whereby people who do not feel safe with who they are with can go to 
staff and ask for ‘Angela’ and be looked after.  

Safer Streets Scheme - Lutterworth 

The Safer Streets scheme in Lutterworth town centre is still being offered to 
residents in Lutterworth Town Centre with over 100 households already taking up 
the offer of free security 
upgrades.    

We will also be providing 
faraday pouches for car-
keys, anti-theft number 
plate screws, purse bells 
and personal alarms, for 
victims of crime and 
vulnerable persons in the 
Lutterworth area in the 
coming months. 

Pictured: (l-r) Robert 
Windsor and Nick Nearne 
of 24-7 Locks, Rupert 
Matthews Police and Crime Commissioner, Cllr Simon Whelband, Richard Nunn 
Mayor of Lutterworth and 24-7 Locks in Lutterworth promoting the Safer Streets 
Scheme 

Crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) 

ASB 
 
During the weekend of 24 and 25 July, Broughton Astley experienced a wave of 
anti-social behaviour where there were a number of reports of thefts from vehicles, 
broken wing mirrors/windscreen wipers, a vandalised bus stop and damage to 
residential properties. All these crimes are under investigation. 

Over the past month police neighbourhood officers have been deployed in topical 
locations that we know have suffered anti-social behaviour historically and 
currently. Most of these deployments have been within Market Harborough and 
Kibworth and we have worked under the banner of ‘Cops On Parks’ (COPS). 
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The idea of this is that the event is advertised on social media prior to the event to 
allow those who are affected by the issues to attend and speak to both the Police 
and the Council who attend.  

Harborough District Community Safety Partnership have also provided some 
funding to allow the Policing team to focus social media videos at target audiences 
to look to educate and reduce the problems. 

Crime 

Crime levels have remained steady with no major trends or spikes during July and 
early August. 

On Sunday 18 July 2021, officers discovered a cannabis factory at Church Street 
in Lutterworth. Police seized over 200 plants along with growing equipment after 
complaints from members of the public and local business owners made the police 
aware. An investigation is still ongoing with no arrests made at this stage. 

Police investigations are ongoing after a free-standing cash machine was blown 
up at the Co-op on Linden Drive at around 2.45am on Thursday 26 Aug, with 
debris left scattered across the car park. 

Contact us:  

Further information on campaigns and copies of police newsletters etc. can be 
found on our Community Safety pages Community Safety News & Campaigns | 
Community Safety News & Campaigns | Harborough District Council 

If you do have any issues raised by residents around crime or anti-social 
behaviour please do contact the Community Safety Team on 
communitysafety@harborough.gov.uk 
 

Starters and leavers    

 
No Starters this month 
 
Leavers   
 

 
Damon Kirby- ICT team leader 
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Emma Andrew- Sports Development Officer 
 

 
Andrew Cowley- Civil Enforcement Officer 
 

 
Megan Elliot- PA to CMT 
 

 
Sue Nicholls- Civil Enforcement Officer 
 
 
Proposed changes to the 0-19 Healthy Child Programme  
 
 
People are being asked for their views on proposed changes to the Healthy Child 
Programme (HCP) for 0-10 and 11+ aged children and young people. 
 
The Healthy Child Programme provides a service for children and families in 
Leicestershire to improve their physical and mental health. It is available for 
children and young people aged 0-19 and young people up to age 25 who have 
SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) or who have left care at 18 
years. 
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Leicestershire County Council is asking local residents, specifically young people 
and their families and prospective parents, as well as organisations who work with 
children and families, to share their views.  
Visit www.leicestershire.gov.uk/healthy-child-consultation to take part in the 
consultation and help shape 
the future service before 17 
September 2021. 
 
If you have any questions 
about this consultation, 
contact Sham Mahmood, 
email 

sham.mahmood@leics.gov.uk or call 0116 305 1644. 
 

 


