
 
This email looks best with images enabled.

To view this email online, view the email below.

News & Features from Harborough District Council - November 2020

  

   

Make a 
payment

Jobs and 
Careers

Harborough 
Lotto

Planning 
applications

Your 
councillor

Bin 
collections

Report 
flytipping

  

Councillor Phil King
Leader of Harborough

District Council

We've reached a critical
point in fighting virus
We are now at a critical stage in the
national and international fight against
coronavirus, and we all need to do our
bit to win this ongoing battle.

We have entered a national lockdown
until at least 2 December to help
reduce the spread of the virus.

It is vital that we all remain vigilant and
continue to follow guidelines around
staying and working at home, where
possible, as well as washing our hands
regularly for 20 seconds, wearing face
masks in shops and indoor public
places, and keeping at least 2 metres
physical distance between people. 

Together we can make an impact and
hopefully reduce the rate of infections
by Christmas. 

Please remember that a lockdown
doesn't mean we can't support our
high streets and independent shops,
many of which are continuing to trade
via websites or social media.  

 

Make sure you can vote! 

Over the past three months, we have
been busy updating the Register of
Electors to make sure the information we
hold is accurate.

There are still a small number of
households who we haven't yet heard
from.

If you receive an email or a phone call
from our elections team please help us to
get the register up to date.

Being on the register means you can
vote in elections, and it can affect your
ability to apply for credit if you are not.

You can email the Elections Team on
e.services@harborough.gov.uk or call
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We are also continuing to work with
the business community and tourism
sector to boost opportunities and sales
at this crucial time for the local
economy.  

Finally, it has never been more
important to stay at home and stay
safe; that way we can control the virus,
protect the NHS and saves lives. 

Cllr Phil King

01858 821372.

For more information, and to find out why
it is important to be on the register go to
www.harborough.gov.uk/canvass 

National lockdown aims to control virus, protect NHS, and save lives 
 

 National lockdown

From today (5 Nov), a national lockdown begins, until
2 December 2020, with a number of restrictions in
force to prevent the spread of coronavirus.

Covid-19 cases are rising across the whole of the UK,
and in other countries, and the Government has made
it clear that we must all act now to control the spread
of the virus and protect the NHS.

When we reduce our day-to-day contact with other
people, the spread of the infection will reduce. 

Information on the new national restrictions has been
produced by Government, including what they mean
for working from home and business closures, why
they are being introduced and the financial support
available. 
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 Celebrate safely

 
With occasions such as Bonfire Night, Diwali and

 

View more about the national lockdown restrictions
here. 

Changes to Council services

There are a number of changes to Council services
and Council-run facilities as a result of the national
lockdown.

You can find lots of information about our services,
including how to apply, report and pay, on our website.

Customer Services face to face appointments will not
be available during lockdown but the Council can still
be contacted by phone on 01858 828282 or by email
at customer.services@harborough.gov.uk

The tennis courts in Welland Park, owned by the
district council, will temporarily close and signage put
in place, but parks, play areas, skate parks, and multi-
use games areas will remain open, based on current
guidance, with signage in place.

Football clubs and bowls clubs facilities will close.

Harborough Leisure Centre and Lutterworth Sports
Centre will temporarily close - with an option for the
public to access Everyone on Demand online
sessions and classes.

Public toilets, run by the Council, will remain open. 

Harborough Market's food hall will remain open,
selling food and some essential goods, but the non-
food stalls in the general market hall will close. 

Full details of all the changes to Council services can
be found on our website. 

Coronavirus survey

Thank you to everyone who took part in our recent
coronavirus survey, which was aiming to gather
feedback on how the Council responded to the
pandemic. 
 
We received over 230 responses, all of which will help
feed into our ongoing work to support residents and
businesses during the Covid-19 pandemic and
recovery process.

Test and trace payments 

A reminder that residents who have to self-isolate due
to Covid-19 can, if they are eligible, apply for a one-off
payment to help ease the financial impact of having to
remain at home.
 

Celebrate annual occasions 'differently and safely' in line with guidance
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Remembrance the message is 'celebrate safely,
celebrate differently'.

With the lockdown in place, it is crucial that public
gatherings do not happen in light of the current
pandemic. People need to celebrate differently to
previous years and follow national Covid-19 guidance
at all times.

You may have seen the 'It's down to us' campaign
encouraging us all to work together to protect each
other and help reduce the spread of Covid-19.
 
Fireworks and bonfire night
 
A dedicated web page has been created to provide
guidance and advice around fireworks and Bonfire
Night (5 November), Diwali (14 November) and other
events.
 
This also reinforces the motion that was passed by
Harborough District Council in November 2019 to
encourage organisers of firework events in the district
to advertise in advance of the event, to promote
awareness of animal welfare, and to encourage the
use of 'quieter' fireworks.
 
It also highlights the underlying message in Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland that people are urged to
'celebrate differently' and find alternative ways of
marking autumnal events (eg. virtual events) and to
follow the latest rules and advice around Covid-19.
 
View the page at www.harborough.gov.uk/fireworks

Remembrance
 
Residents are being asked to stay at home on
Remembrance Sunday (November 8) and find other
ways to honour those who served and sacrificed
themselves in the line of duty.
 
Many services and parades have been cancelled or
scaled back in line with government guidance on
social distancing.
 
Market Harborough's Remembrance Parade will NOT
be happening this year.
 
The Royal British Legion will pay their respects
privately, and has shared alternative ways for
residents to commemorate Remembrance Day such
as displaying a poppy in your window.
 

 
 We are continuing to work with partners, and others,

to support our local business community at this time.

A virtual tourism summit is set to take place on
Tuesday 17 November, from 10am to 12.30pm, to
bring together hospitality businesses in the district to
share ideas on how to overcome the challenges of the

Working to support business community as part of Covid-19 recovery 
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current coronavirus pandemic.

We are also asking businesses if they could benefit
from taking on an extra pair of hands with the help of
funding from the Government's Kickstart scheme
aiming to help young people find work placements at
this difficult time for the UK economy.

We have launched our specially commissioned
Harborough Market promotional video which focuses
on what a friendly and safe shopping experience
people have at the indoor market. 

We're also looking for businesses, venues,
performers, and others, to get involved with next
year's BIG Weekend of Comedy in the district.
 

 

 

 As mentioned above, new restrictions are in place in
England until Wednesday 2 December 2020.

These restrictions include the closure of non-essential
shops.

However, you can still shop and support local
businesses as many are once again adapting their
services so you can continue to shop and support the
local economy.
 
Check out individual local retailers' social media pages
or websites to see how you can shop with them.

All local retailers are listed on our Shop Local page
www.visitharborough.com/shoplocal
 
Also keep an eye on our social media pages for local
gift ideas and for our '25 Days of Christmas' campaign
which will feature a different retailer everyday in
December.
 

 

 

 The NHS has launched a questionnaire and series of
virtual events to explore how it can improve health and
wellbeing support for serving, reserve and veteran
families in England.

Whilst most armed forces families enjoy healthy lives,
the unique circumstances of military life can cause
pressures for some, and affect an individual's health
and wellbeing.

The NHS wants to help change this, so that armed
forces families are able to access NHS services more
easily across England.

To share your views on how this can be done, visit
here for more information.

The deadline for responding is 30 November 2020.

'Shop local' this festive season and give independent shops a boost

Share your views and help improve lives of armed forces families 
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Woman caught out after advertising flyer led to fly tip in local village
 

 

 

A woman, who responded to a flyer put through her
letterbox regarding rubbish removal, has been fined
after the man she paid to take away her waste
dumped it in a country lane.

The Leicester resident has been ordered to pay £300
by Harborough District Council after failing to check
whether the person was registered to carry and
dispose of her waste.

The man, who she paid to take away her renovation
waste, later dumped the household rubbish on Gaulby
Lane, Houghton on the Hill (pictured) in September
2020 – but the Council's enviro-crime team traced the
fly-tip to the resident in Leicester.

The woman, in her 40s, admitted transferring her
waste to an unlicensed carrier without making any
'duty of care' checks. An investigation is ongoing to
trace the man responsible for the fly-tip.  

It comes just a month after a Corby woman was fined
by Harborough District Council after a man she paid to
remove her rubbish later dumped it in Welham Lane,
Great Bowden.

Householders are legally responsible for any waste
produced on their property. They have a duty of care
to check that any person or business disposing of their
waste is legally allowed to do so.

There are several ways to dispose of the waste that
cannot go into wheeled bins:

Take large waste items to your local recycling
and waste site (tip)
Use a licensed waste carrier to remove your
waste - it is a legal requirement to use a
licensed waste carrier (you can also check if
someone has a licence on the Environment
Agency website)
Our large waste items for collection service
allows for up to three large household items or
12 sacks of waste to be collected for a charge
of £35.04.

Find out more at www.harborough.gov.uk/tip-off
 

Save money and keep warm this winter with support from initiative
 

 With the weather turning colder and many of us
spending more time at home due to current
challenges, now is an ideal time to see if you're
eligible to receive a fully funded first-time gas central
heating system.
 
Leicestershire County Council has partnered with
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E.ON and Age UK to launch the Leicestershire Warm
Homes Fund.

The local project offers the installation of fully-funded,
first-time gas central heating for up to 500
homeowners and tenants. In addition, you may be
able to receive free insulation measures for your
home, as well as benefit from energy-efficiency advice
and support on how to better manage your income if
required.
 
Switching to gas central heating can save your
household up to £600 each year off your annual fuel
bill. Your free new central heating system will include
an A rated boiler, thermostatic radiator valves to better
control your heat for each room, as well as a
programmer to help you keep your home at a
comfortable temperature without wasting fuel or heat,
which will be connected free of charge if you meet the
eligibility criteria.
 
Additional improvements could also be made to your
home, such as having cavity wall and loft insulation
fitted, making your home more cosy and saving you
up to £255 a year.

You can check if you're entitled to any benefits or
offers such as the £140 Warm Home Discount off your
energy bill and obtain advice on finding a better tariff
for your energy bills.

Grants are available to help repair or replace broken
heating, and if you already have a central heating
boiler, the scheme will help identify alternate funding
schemes.
 
Temporary portable heaters are available as part of
the project and you can sign up for priority support in
the event of a power-cut.
 
Don't be left out in the cold – please fill in a simple
contact form: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/warm-homes-
fund or telephone 0116 305 4286 & an advisor will
complete the form on your behalf.
 
Harborough District Council is actively promoting The
Leicestershire Warm Homes project, which is being
run in partnership with Age UK Leicestershire and
Rutland, E.ON and other local councils to reduce ill
health caused by cold homes and fuel poverty.
 

  Path work at popular
parks in district
Work is underway this week to
improve the walkways at popular
parks in the district. 

Paths at Lutterworth Country Park
in Brookfield Way are set to be
improved as part of a Harborough
District Council project. 

Looking for new skills or
opportunities to work?
Are you seeking new skills or
employment?

Maybe you are an employer looking to
upskill your staff or recruit new
employees?
 
Visit the Invest in Harborough Work and

Help tackle issue of
'zombie batteries' 
We need you to join the fight
against 'Zombie batteries' in a bid
to tackle waste and recycling fires
caused by carelessly discarded
dead batteries.
 
Alongside our waste and recycling
partner FCC Environment we are
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The path at the park, which is
popular with dog walkers and
families, has become uneven and
narrow and is being widened to
restore it back to its original
width. It is also being resurfaced
with gravel to improve grip.

The project will be undertaken in
phases throughout the autumn
and winter starting this week.

Some sections of the path will be
closed while the work takes place
with alternative routes for walkers.

The path next to the play area at
Welland Park in Market
Harborough is also being
resurfaced over the next week to
improve surface and drainage.

Skills webpage to find out about the
opportunities and support available for
individuals and for local employers.
 
There is support available for:

Apprenticeships
Work Placements
Recruitment
Skills and training
CV and job searching
Enterprise programmes
And lots more

Visit our
webpage www.investinharborough.com/
workandskills to find out more or get in
touch by emailing
business@harborough.gov.uk 
 
Also follow us on twitter for regular
updates @InvestHarbDist

urging people never to throw
away dead batteries alongside
general rubbish but take them to
collection points or their local
household waste recycling centre.
 
Dead batteries thrown away with
other waste and recycling, which
the campaign refers to as 'zombie
batteries', are likely to be crushed
or punctured once the waste is
collected and processed.

Some battery types in particular,
like lithium-ion (Li-ion) and nickel-
metal Hydride (NiMH), can ignite
or even explode when they're
damaged and quickly set fire to
other materials.
 
Find out more by visiting
www.takecharge.org.uk
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Harborough News e-newsletter is sent out monthly - with occasional special editions.
If you sign up to receive it your data will be securely retained and will only be used to distribute the Council's
Harborough News e-newsletter. We do use a third party to administer our e-newsletter which is governed by

contract. Your details will not be shared with any other third parties.

If you would like to unsubscribe from receiving our e-newsletter you can do so at anytime by clicking the
'unsubscribe' link at the bottom of each newsletter

Contact us
Online - www.harborough.gov.uk
Email - customer.services@harborough.gov.uk
Telephone - 01858 828282
Out of hours emergency - 01858 828282

 Keep in touch
Receive the latest council news, information and
events updates - sign up to this newsletter

Follow us     

Share this email on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn
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